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Brightening Smiles of Area Youth

Ronald McDonald House
g Mobile Dental Care. ..

in collaboration with
Youth First
Community
of Promise

The first preventative and restorative mobile dental
care clinic was held last November in the parking lot
of the Ramsey Neighborhood Center. Ronald
McDonald House provided the mobile clinic, a
dentist, and several hygienists. Youth First staff
coordinated transportation and dental care appoint-
. ments for uninsured youth through age 21. Preg-
nant women with no insurance can also receive
services via this easily accessible collaboration.

The dentist and hygienists on board for that first
clinic served twelve middle and high school youth.
More than $7,000 worth of dental work was
provided free of charge. For many of the youth,
this was their first time seeing a dentist.

Subsequent clinics in December 2009 and January
2010 each served twelve youth as well, ranging from
elementary age through high school. Youth First
and Ronald McDonald House will continue to offer
mobile dental care clinic days throughout 2010.

Root canals, oral surgery, orthodontia, and the like,
that can’t be treated in the mobile unit are provided
by local dentists in partnership with Youth First.

Apple Tree Dental in Coon Rapids, for example, is
providing care for one particular youth whose needs
were so profound that Ronald McDonald House has
offered to to pay for senior pictures so they can
feature the “before and after” smile! '

Brighter smiles . . .
better health for our youth!

Granny’s Closet matched 149 seniors with gifts. Adopt-a-Family
responded to 251 family requests, and Giving Tree served 207 Z
adults. Of the 1,381 gift recipients, 667 were children, 523 were
adults age 55 and under, and 191 were adults over age 55.

The monetary value of the gifts was estimated to exceed $67,500.

Outcomes of the 2009 Holiday Programs

As is tradition here in Human Services, gifts were gathered and
given this past holiday season to county residents involved with
our Social Services and Community Health Departments.
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